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Re: Suggested Conditions for Mineral Leases in Pima County 

Dear Mr. Winkleman: 

This letter is in reference to a request you made of Pima County to provide you with a list 
of conditions that Pima County would like to see applied to new mineral leases and mineral 
lease renewals on State Trust lands. You are aware that my first preference is for no new 
disturbance on State Trust lands within our biologically significant areas. However, I 
understand that you may have certain legal obligations that make this request tenuous. 
Below are several conditions I feel would lessen the negative impacts from such mineral 
lease approvals. 

1. Concurrent Reclamation 

Too many times reclamation is put off until the very end of a project. The lease is often 
renewed several times such that reclamation is put off indefinitely. By the time 
reclamation is supposed to occur, the amount of bonds posted is often insufficient to cover 
the costs. The result is detrimental to public safety, wildlife, recreation, ranching 
activities, scenic view sheds, and the future market value of the land to the Trust. 

Recommended Condition: Mineral lease approval is contingent on a concurrent reclamation 
plan, whereby activities to further reclamation begin within first 3 years of operations. 
Financial assurances should be posted by the application sufficient to fully fund the 
reclamation plan. 

2. Dust Control 

Pima County is very concerned about dust. Dust is Particulate Matter (PM) pollution. PM 
pollution is one of the most significant air pollutants in Pima County. Health effects of PM 



Mark Winkleman 
Suggested Conditions for Mineral Leases in Pima County 
June 30, 2006 
Page 2 

inhalation include chronic respiratory disease, aggravated asthma, acute respiratory 
symptoms, decreased lung function, and even heart disease. PM in the air reduces 
visibility, which can interfere with scenic views and even cause driving hazards. Particles 
can be carried over long distances by wind and then settle on ground or water in a process 
called Atmospheric Deposition. Atmospheric Deposition causes streams to  be acidic, can 
change the nutrient balance in water systems, depletes nutrients in soils, and damages 
sensitive flora, including crops. 

Recommended Condition: Mineral lease approval is contingent on: 

Applicant obtaining an Air Quality Activity Permit from the Pima County Department 
of Environmental Quality, prior to conducting, causing, or allowing land stripping 
earthmoving, blasting, trenching or road construction, except as exempted in PCC 
17.12.540. 
Development of a dust control plan to reduce and manage particulate matter 
pollution from storage piles, mine tailings, vacant land, roads, and emissions from 
motor vehicle operation. 
Applicant maintaining compliance with Article Ill of PCC 17.16 Emission Limiting 
Standards. 

3. Water Quality 

Pima County is concerned about impacts mining activities could have on our highly valued 
surface and ground water. Much of these concerns stem from mining that is occurring or 
is proposed within Cienega Creek, as this stream is designated as a "Unique Water" by the 
State of Arizona. Davidson Canyon is currently proposed for "Unique Water" status, 
which should be granted within the next year or so. The "Unique Water" status does 
provide some protection from discharges into the stream that can impair its current water 
quality. Arizona Department of Environmental Quality does require a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for any activities that may discharge waters into streams listed 
under the Unique Water designation. 

Recommended Condition: For any tributary watercourses t o  Cienega Creek and Davidson 
Canyon, mineral lease approval is contingent on: 

Water runoff on any disturbed areas being fully captured into collection ponds or 
depressions within the mine site. 
Waste rock and materials being placed an adequate distance from any watercourse 
to  prevent increased sediment loads during storm water runoff events. Pima 
County's requirements for erosion hazard setbacks for development would be ideal 
to  determine the placement of unused rock and aggregate materials away 
from watercourses. These setbacks can be viewed on the Districts website at the 
following link www.pima.gov/cob/code/c161 O.htmI#1016578 . 








